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Get Away in May, Greenville, S.C. is Calling

What to Know If You Go

Greenville was the best-kept secret in South Carolina for
years. But those who had been to this small, vibrant city in
the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains knew it wouldn’t
be long before Greenville gained national recognition.
This year, the city was again thrust into the spotlight when
the New York Times gave Greenville the 12th spot in its “52
Places to Go in 2017” article. With a lively downtown, highly
acclaimed restaurants and miles of hiking and biking trails,
it’s easy to see why Greenville is getting so much attention.
If you want to discover Greenville yourself, the city
has an outstanding lineup of festivals and events in May,
making it a great time to visit. Those interested in Scottish
culture, obsessed with golf or celebrities, or fond of the arts
will easily ﬁnd something that suits their tastes.

GETTING TO GREENVILLE
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From D.C., the drive south is 7 hours, mostly on I-95 and I-85.
If you’re short on time and not keen on a road trip, American
Airlines offers direct ﬂights to Greenville-Spartanburg
International Airport (GSP) from Reagan National Airport
(DCA), while United Airlines has direct ﬂights from Dulles
International Airport (IAD).

Artisphere, presented by TD Bank

The competition among artists to be part of this year’s
festival was ﬁerce. A record-high 1,136 applications were
received for Artist Row, with only 135 applicants being
awarded a spot. Those featured artists will display and sell
their work in booths along Artist Row.
Visitors can also get a behind-the-scenes look at the
art-making process by watching live demonstrations of
glassblowing, woodworking, crafting ceramics and more.
“Being able to talk to the artists in such a fun and casual
setting really helps to demystify the process of art-making
and art buying,” says Artisphere Executive Director Kerry
Murphy. “For our guests, Artisphere is the whole package.”
Those feeling the creative itch after interacting with
artists and viewing their work can roll up their sleeves at
the DIY Art Lab, bringing the experience full circle. Try
something new like plating food, painting with henna and
hand-making paper.
The Art in Action Stage will again feature the high-energy
performance painter Brian Olsen. Working to music, Olsen
paints portraits of pop culture icons using his ﬁngers,
palms, elbows and, sometimes, three brushes in each
hand. His mesmerizing display of speed painting bridges the
gap between the visual arts and the performing arts. Even if
you’re short on time, Murphy stresses that you must stop by
for one of his 13 performances over the weekend.
Olsen isn’t the only performing artist, though. More than
30 bands from a range of genres will be featured on three
stages, plus appearances from dance and theater performers.
There’s more than enough entertainment to keep adults
happy, and the festival organizers also made sure to include
something special for kids. At the aptly named Kidsphere,
young artists can ﬂex their creative muscles by making
relief prints, painting with watercolors and assembling kites
and dreamcatchers.
It’s easy to work up an appetite after walking around the
art spaces at Artisphere. Don’t worry – the culinary arts were
not forgotten. Indulge in edible art from local restaurants at
the Culinary Arts Café, and then head to the Wine & Craft
Beer Experience where $10 buys you ﬁve tasting tickets.
Artisphere was carefully crafted to touch all of your senses,
so be prepared to experience a little bit of everything.

BMW Charity Pro-Am, presented by SYNNEX Corporation

Gallabrae, presented by the Greenville Scottish Games

Add Scottish ﬂair to your Memorial Day weekend by going
to Greenville for Gallabrae. This festival is a celebration of all
things Scottish and your ticket to an action-packed weekend.
The events begin at 6 p.m. on Friday, May 26, with the
Great Scot! Parade. Bagpipe bands and Scottish clans
will march down Main Street, led by eight Royal Highland
Fusiliers. These active-duty soldiers will be traveling from
across the pond to serve as the Honor Guard of the games.
The Greenville Scottish Games goes into high gear the
next morning with exciting Scottish competitions. Watch
— and listen — as some of the most talented bagpipe and
drum musicians in the country compete solo or as part of
pipe bands. In the Heavy Athletics ﬁeld, men and women

ARTISPHERE

Main Street in Greenville. May 12, 12-8 p.m.; May 13, 10 a.m.8 p.m.; May 14, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. The After Hours Concert
at the WYFF-4 Main Stage is on May 12-13, 8-9:45 p.m.
artisphere.org

BMW CHARITY PRO-AM

Held at golf courses at Thornblade Club, Furman University
Golf Club and The Preserve at Verdae. May 18-21; gates
open at 7 a.m. daily. $10 daily general admission; $125 VIP
credentials. The free Celebrity Concert is May 18, 6-10 p.m.,
on Greenville’s Main Street.
bmwusfactory.com/charity-golf

GREENVILLE SCOTTISH GAMES
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For golf-watching aﬁcionados, the BMW Charity Pro-Am
golf tournament is a real treat. This unique event on May
18-21 pairs 168 pros from the Web.com Tour with amateurs
and celebrities for a four-day better-ball competition.
The addition of celebrities makes this tournament even
more fun for the whole family.
“Spectators are not only able to see all of their favorite
stars during tournament play, but often are able to interact
with the celebrities when they are not on the green, with many
speaking, taking photos and signing autographs for fans,”
says McIntyre Hargrove, marketing and communications
manager of the BMW Charity Pro-Am.
Past celebrity participants include Anthony Anderson,
Greg Kinnear and Kurt Russell. This year’s stars will be
revealed on April 20.
Event organizers reserved three challenging courses for
the tournament – Thornblade Club, Furman University Golf
Club and The Preserve at Verdae – and also have something
special planned for each day.
After play concludes on Thursday, the action moves to
Main Street in downtown Greenville for the third annual
Celebrity Concert. This free event, says Hargrove, “allows
the general public an up-close spot to enjoy an awesome
jam session led by well-known musical artists who are
participating in the BMW Charity Pro-Am.”
On Friday, the tournament will hold a private outdoor
concert at the TD Stage at the Peace Center, where
Grammy-nominated Spin Doctors will perform. Tickets are
available for purchase and will include food and beverages.
Greenville Health System is sponsoring Saturday’s
Pink on the Links. This breast cancer awareness program
encourages players and spectators to wear pink to support
the practices that lead to early detection.
The ﬁnal round of play will take place on Sunday
at Thornblade Club and conclude with the 18th Green
Presentation, where the champions and ﬁnalists will
receive trophies.
The $126,000 award isn’t the only thing motivating the
Web.com Tour professionals to win. In the 16-year history
of the tournament, all past winners have continued on to the
PGA TOUR, making this an important event for the golfers
and dedicated fans.

will show their strength with challenging events like tossing
cabers (tall tree trunks) and throwing hammers (a weighted
metal ball on the end of a shaft), as Scots have done for
centuries in the Highland games.
“One thing that draws the biggest crowd is a truly
awe-inspiring hour on this Memorial weekend: Our
military tribute on Saturday,” says Jay Spivey, Gallabrae’s
marketing director.
The morning’s military salute, led by the Honor Guard
(the Royal Highland Fusiliers), will pay tribute to the armed
forces of both the United States and Scotland and include
pipers, marching bands and a special warbird ﬂyover.
Other fascinating demonstrations throughout the day
include sword ﬁghting, Scottish dancing and sheep herding
by border collies.
Car lovers will want to check out the British Car Show,
where a collection of British cars and motorcycles will be
on display. “We usually get between 75 and 100 cars for the
show,” notes Spivey, including eye candy like Bentley and
Rolls-Royce vehicles.
The festivities continue into the evening at the
Entertainment Tent. The Scottish Happy Hour and Celtic
Jam begins at 5:30 p.m. with high-energy tunes from Celtic
bands and malty pours of Gallabrae Scottish Ale brewed by
Thomas Creek Brewery.
With such a variety of interesting events throughout the
day, you don’t have to be Scottish to have fun at this festival.

Furman University, May 27; gates open at 8:30 a.m. Free for
active military and kids 5 and younger; $8 for children ages
6-12 ($10 on-site); $15 for adults ages 13+ ($20 on-site).
The free Great Scot! Parade is May 26, 6 p.m., on Greenville’s
Main Street. gallabrae.com

4 Ways to Experience Greenville
BMW Performance Center

Stop by the BMW Performance Center for the ultimate
adrenaline rush. The one-day M School starts with a
classroom session and then puts you behind the wheel
of a BMW M (short for “motorsport”). Instructors will
take you through the gamut of driving skills, from
acceleration to drifting and handling. Those tight on time
should still stop by and try the Driving Experience. This
one-hour program puts you right in the driver’s seat for
as much off-roading on the course as you can handle.
bmwperformancecenter.com

Bike the Rabbit

The best place to stretch your legs is on the GHS Swamp
Rabbit Trail. This multi-use greenway wasn’t always a
pedestrian-friendly trail. It actually has a long history
dating back to 1889 as a railway, and was only converted
from rail to trail in 2009. Today, you can walk, run or bike
the Rabbit for 19.9 miles from Greenville to Travelers Rest.
The Swamp Rabbit website offers helpful downloadable
maps that pinpoint parking and restroom locations along
the trail.greenvillerec.com/swamprabbit

Culinary Tours

Foodies will love exploring the local culinary scene
through Greenville Culinary Tours. The “At The Chef’s
Table” tour stops into ﬁve well-known restaurants, like
The Lazy Goat and Passarelle Bistro, for food sampling
and the opportunity to meet the chef or manager. During
this 3-hour experience, a guide will answer culinary
questions and provide insight into Greenville’s history.
greenvillehistorytours.com/tastes-of-the-south

Segway Tours

PHOTO COURTESY CRAIG A. LEE

PHOTO COURTESY FIREWATER PHOTOGRAPHY/KRIS DECKER

Back for its 13th year, Artisphere will take over a stretch
of Main Street in downtown Greenville from May 12-14.
Whether you want to be inspired by artists, wowed by their
work, or merely entertained, this large-scale event has
quite a bit to offer.

Event Details

A Segway tour is a fun and unique way to explore
Greenville. You’ll easily breeze down streets and cover
more ground than you would by walking. Plus, a helpful
guide will be with you every step of the way to show you
around and answer questions. Greenville Glides offers
three options: the 90-minute Historic West End & Falls
Park tour, the 2-hour Segway Tour of Greenville and the
spooky 90-minute Haunted Segway Tour of Greenville.
greenvillesegwaytours.com

52 Places to Go in 2017
- New York Times

