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GET OUT, EXPLORE LOCAL:

Regional Road Trip Destinations

A

s the winter doldrums wind down and spring starts to take
hold, it’s now one of the best times of the year to enjoy the
freedom and scenic beauty of a road trip. Nature is regaining
its vibrant colors and the shift from cold to warmer weather lets you
finally roll down your windows and embrace the spring air.
Going on a road trip means that you can take your time, stopping
along the way so that the trip is about both the journey and the
destination. But the key is not to travel too far, or else you may find
that what should be a 6-hour drive turns into 16 hours. Luckily for
local residents, Virginia and West Virginia are chock-full of beautiful
drives and interesting destinations.
With so many outstanding local options to choose from, we’ve
helped narrow them down to six unique regional destinations that
offer fun and variety for the entire family. Within only a few short
hours – or much less – you could be on a thrilling roller coaster ride
at Busch Gardens Williamsburg or deep into the scenic backroads of
West Virginia.

Apple trees produce a
brilliant bloom on the
Butler Farm Orchard in
Martinsburg, West Virginia.
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Busch Gardens® is the ultimate
destination for making memories
with your family this spring, with
more than 40 kid-friendly attractions.
Enjoy the outdoors from exhilarating
heights or indulge in family-friendly
shows. Its KIDsiderate® program
helps families find rides that are
perfect for younger children by
offering height-specific colored
wristbands that coordinate with
appropriate rides.
This spring, Busch Gardens®
welcomes the all-new Battle For
Eire™, an Action VR ride where you
can join Addie, Ireland’s last fairy
guardian, on a thrilling mission to
save the magic of Ireland.
Buckroe Beach, in Hampton, VA, is located
on the gentle surf of the Chesapeake Bay.
The site offers picnic shelters, a pier, and
watersport rentals.
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Busch Gardens, VA

Party on the
waterfront.
True, Norfolk’s vibrant waterfront
beckons anytime. But if you want
to take it up a notch, visit during
one of the city’s signature festivals
– including Harborfest, June
8-10 – which transform this urban
waterfront with amazing live music,
food and fun experiences!
Plan your fesitval getaway
at visitnorfolk.com.

1-800-368-3097

Celebrate spring break in style at Busch Gardens with
family-friendly rides, shows & animal encounters.
Meet your family’s favorite furry friends at
Sesame Street® Forest of Fun™. With more than
40 KIDsiderate® attractions, even our smallest guests
will ﬁnd big thrills this spring.

BUSCHGARDENS.COM/VA
©/™ 2018 Sesame Workshop. ©2018 SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Hampton, VA
Vibrant Hampton, a seaside city
with exciting attractions and heritage
sites, lures visitors with its familyfriendly offerings. Whether it’s Civil
War landmarks, historic fortresses
like Fort Monroe National Monument,
African American heritage sites or the
NASA legacy of space exploration at

Also known as “Freedom’s Fortress,” Fort Monroe is the largest stone fort ever built in the
US. The Old Point Comfort Lighthouse, built in 1802, is the oldest standing structure at the
fort and is the second oldest continually operating lighthouse on the Chesapeake Bay.
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Hampton Carousel

Downtown
Hampton, VA is a
vibrant, diverse
community sporting
rare coastal beauty
and regional
cuisine.

Your Next

tay
We e kend Sive Away!

Virginia Air & Space Center

Is A Shor t Dr

$39 ADULT · $25 AGES 4–11

Don’t miss these additional FREE attractions:
Fort Monroe, Hampton University Museum,
Sandy Bottom Nature Park, and
Bluebird Gap Farm, among others.

Miss Hampton II

·

800.800.2202 VisitHampton.com

Hampton History Museum
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the Virginia Air & Space Center, the
destination appeals to visitors of all
ages and interests. Join in during 2018
as Hampton University and Hampton
University Museum, the oldest
African-American museum in the U.S.,
celebrate their 150th anniversary.

Named the #1 Favorite City in
America for 2018, Norfolk is a vibrant
city with 144 miles of beautiful
shoreline. The NEON arts district,
anchored by the Chrysler Museum
of Art and Harrison Opera House, is
an artist’s wonderland full of street
art, murals and galleries. Norfolk is
a sizzling culinary destination where
restaurants serve up everything
from the Lynnhaven oyster, she-crab
soup and the Chesapeake Bay’s star
crustacean, blue crabs. Plan your visit
at visitnorfolk.com.
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Norfolk, VA

Norfolk Harborfest, the largest,
longest-running, free maritime
festival in the nation!
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View from Cranny Crow in
Lost River State Park.

Downtown Martinsburg, West Virginia is the
destination for diverse events, activities, locallyowned businesses and restaurants year-round.

EVERY
DAY
EXTRAORDINARY

Hardy County, WV
You’ll need more than a day to take
in all the breathtaking beauty of Hardy
County, West Virginia. So, stay a while.
Venture across the Mountain Skyway
(Route 48) and down backroads to find
a comfy inn, a place to camp under the
stars or an historic log cabin at Lost River
State Park, where quiet forests provide
the perfect getaway. Spend your next
day hiking the park’s trails, where you
can climb to Cranny Crow or cycle the
steep roads over Branch Mountain.

MartinsburgBerkeley County, WV
Convention & Visitors Bureau

126 E. Race Street
Martinsburg, WV 25401
304.264.8801

800.4WVA.FUN

travelwv.com

Martinsburg-Berkeley County is a
local hotspot for geocaching fanatics.
The area has two active geocaching
trails and many stand-alone sites for
this fun, treasure-hunting activity. Get
off the grid by kayaking on Back Creek,
taking a long scenic hike or going
PHOTO COURTESY RIP SMITH
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The Cheat Mountain
Salamander meets the
Cass Scenic Railroad at
Spruce, West Virginia.
Don’t miss out on
the 2018 Wild Heart
Adventure package and
their overnight getaways.
Two trains, one ticket.
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hunting, fishing or birding. Consider
planning your trip around one of the
county’s many fairs or festivals, like the
Chili Cookoff, Mountain State Apple
Harvest Festival, and Fridays @ Five
summer concert series.

Mountain Rail Adventures, WV
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Calendar of Events
BUSCH GARDENS, VA
Park Opening Day
March 24
Busch Gardens® Williamsburg, VA

Elf Limited
November 16 - December 8,
5pm and 6:45pm
Cass Depot, WV

Spring Break
March 24-April 8
Busch Gardens® Williamsburg, VA

HAMPTON, VA
International Children’s Festival
April 21
Hampton, VA

MOUNTAIN RAIL ADVENTURES, WV
Cottontail Express
April 28, 11am, 1pm, and 3pm
Elkins Depot, WV

19th Annual Blackbeard Pirate Festival
June 2-3
Downtown Hampton Waterfront, VA
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HARDY COUNTY, WV
Mathias Ruritan Pancake Dinner
March 17
Mathias, WV
Lost River Artisans Cooperative 30th
Anniversary Celebration
July 7-8
Lost River, WV
On April 21, the 18th annual International
Children’s Festival returns to Hampton’s
Mill Point Park. Showcasing over 30
countries, ICF allows children of all ages
the unique opportunity to experience the
sights, sounds, and tastes of cultures
from across the globe.

MARTINSBURG-BERKELEY
COUNTY, WV
Circa Blue Fest
June 7-10
Martinsburg, WV

A perfect wine
getaway in
Norfolk,
Virginia.

Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival
October 19 – 21
Martinsburg, WV
NORFOLK, VA
12th Annual Spring Town Point
Virginia Wine Festival
May 5-6
Town Point Park, Downtown Norfolk
Waterfront, VA
Norfolk Harborfest
June 8-10
Town Point Park, Downtown Norfolk
Waterfront, VA

PHOTO COURTESY FESTEVENTS

The Mountain Rail Adventures’
overnight Wild Heart of West Virginia
Adventure Package is the perfect
excursion for nature lovers. Sit back
and unwind during an all-day scenic
ride on both a diesel and steam train
as you make your way through the
stunning highlands of the Mountain
State (lunch is included). You’ll end
the day’s journey in Cass and stay
overnight in Elkins, or vice versa, before
a memorable return trip on both trains
on the day of your choosing. •

