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Hurricane Prep Starts Now 
Preparing for hurricane season requires more than 

buying jugs of water and non-perishable food items. 
To make it safely through a storm, you’ll need to 
proactively create an emergency kit, have an actual 
plan for yourself and those in your care, and secure 
your possessions before bad weather hits. 
First, consider which storm conditions will make you 

decide to evacuate your home – perhaps you will 
stay if a tropical storm comes through but leave if it’s 
upgraded to a category 1 hurricane or higher – and 
then stick to your plan to evacuate should that worst-
case scenario occur. 
Next, determine where you will go in the event of an 

evacuation. Select a few destinations in case the storm 
is projected to travel through your fi rst and second 
options. If you plan to stay with family or friends, loop 
them in on your evacuation strategy now so you aren’t 
making last-minute arrangements in the days leading 
up to the storm. 

To pack for an evacuation, you will want to include the 
standard items you would bring on a trip (like clothes, 
shoes and toiletries) and also important documents 
like your passport, deeds, wills and an inventory of the 
valuable items in your home for insurance purposes. 
Assume that it may be a few days before you can make 
it back home safely. In which case, you should also pack 
enough medication to last for that duration of time.
You will also need to assemble a disaster supply kit 

(see information on the next page for details on what 
to include) if an evacuation is unnecessary and you 
remain in your home during a storm. 
Keep your pets in mind, too, while you’re prepping. 

Include food and water for your furry or scaly 
friends in your evacuation bag and home supply kit, 
and bring veterinary records with you in the event 
of an evacuation. 
Finally, you’ll need to prepare 

your home regardless of 
whether you decide to stay 
or go. Take the time while 
the weather is nice to inspect 
and repair any damages to 
the outside of your home, 
particularly the roof, gutters, 
doors and windows. Then move 
on to your front and back yards 
to get these areas storm-ready 
– trim tree limbs, secure fences, 
anchor outdoor furniture and 
note loose items that will need 
to be brought indoors prior to 
dark clouds rolling in. 

When a Storm Hits Town 
If you opt to shelter-in-place, keep an eye on the news 

to stay aware of the storm’s movement and intensity. 
Once it arrives, be sure to remain inside and away from 
doors and windows, or else you may be putting yourself 
in harm’s way. High winds can turn debris, branches 
and large objects into deadly projectiles. 
This also means that dog owners should not take pets 

outside for walks during a storm and therefore need 
to make alternate arrangements, like using absorbent 
potty pads. It may not be the ideal solution, but it’s the 
safer solution for both of you.
While it’s never safe to go outside during a storm, 

you should leave immediately if the authorities issue a 
mandatory evacuation. Be sure to sign up for email or 
text alerts from your local government to stay abreast 
of the latest recommendations and orders. Review 
Emergency Update Alerts on the next page for details 
on how residents of Virginia can opt in to notifi cations.

2018 Atlantic Hurricane Season: 
What You Need to Know
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Storm season itself is already as 
unpredictable as a game of roulette, but as 
the past few months have shown, it doesn’t 

take a category 3 hurricane to down trees, knock 
out power and cause fl ooding. Although Atlantic 
hurricane season began on June 1, the DMV area 
had already experienced powerful springtime 
storms that brought days of rain, high winds and 
even hail. Not to mention the devastation that 
residents of fl ood-ravaged Ellicott City, Maryland, 
experienced over Memorial Day weekend for the 
second time in as many years.
Despite these recent incidents, it’s still all too 

easy to procrastinate when it comes to storm 
preparation. By the time the news is consumed 
by hurricane coverage, it may be too late to 
construct a well-thought-out safety plan and 
secure your home and other valuables. Getting 
ready now will help you avoid panicking later, as 
well as the disheartening sight of empty shelves 
at the grocery and hardware stores. 
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In the Wake of a Storm
Evacuees should keep abreast of the news for 

updates on the status of the storm and to learn when 
it’s safe to return home. Once you do arrive back, 
inspect your house and yard for damages. Some 
damages will occur no matter how many precautions 
you take, but you’ll likely also notice some that could 
have been prevented. Take note of the latter so you 
can better protect your home in the future. 
During the times when you and your possessions 

make it safely through a storm, it’s quite possible that 
others in the storm’s path were not so lucky. Consider 
making a donation to a local charity to help those who 
have been negatively 
impacted. Typical items 
accepted by charities 
include bottled water, 
non-perishable food, 
toiletries, blankets, new 
pillows, mattresses, 
cots, mats and baby-
care essentials, such as 
formula, diapers, wipes 
and baby food.



What do you recommend people 
do now to be ready for hurricane 
season?
The summer storm season is 

unpredictable, which is why 
preparedness is key. We encourage 
our customers to get ready now by 
having a home storm prep kit with 
the essentials to ride out a few days 
without electricity if necessary.

How has Dominion Energy 
prepared for the 2018 hurricane 
season?
We will be standing by ready to 

get the lights back on as safely 
and quickly as possible. We’re also 
looking ahead to the future of storm 
response, making investments in 
transforming our energy grid to 
prevent outages from happening 
in the fi rst place and using new 
technology to restore power faster 
when it does go out. 
It is part of our commitment 

to providing the quality, reliable 
service our customers expect while 
protecting the energy infrastructure 
they rely on every day. At Dominion 
Energy, we’re preparing for a more 
reliable, affordable and renewable 
energy future for the customers and 
communities we serve.

 

Get the scoop from 
Dominion Energy’s 
spokesman, David Botkin, 
about how you can prepare 

for storm season and what Dominion 
Energy has done to ensure the 
surrounding region is ready too. 

Q&A 
with 
Dominion 
Energy
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Making a Disaster 
Supply Kit  
You may already have some 

of the below items around 
your home, but when a 
disaster strikes, you don’t 
want to waste precious 
time searching for them. Be 
proactive now and organize 
a disaster supply kit to ensure 
that, when a storm rolls in, 
your focus is on the safety of 

your family. As you gather these items, place them in a 
duffel bag, storage container or together in an easy-to-
reach space.

• Water (one gallon per person, per day)
• Non-perishable food
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• Candles and matches
• First aid kit
• Battery-powered radio
• Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for 

personal sanitation
• Portable, fully charged power bank to recharge        

cell phones

Note: When assembling your kit, prepare enough supplies 
to last at least three days.

Red Cross Disaster Relief Shelters
The American Red Cross offers shelters across the nation 

for evacuees who don’t know where else to go. These 
free shelters allow service animals and will provide you 
with a space to sleep, food and water, health services and 
more. To locate the nearest Red Cross Disaster Relief 
Shelter, visit https://goo.gl/LKXZTr.

Metro Service
It is possible that the Metro may stop running during 

a storm, or only run underground service and cease all 
above-ground operations. Those who rely on taking the 
Metro should have backup transportation options in mind 
in case the Metro does close at an inopportune time. 
If you are on the Metro and an emergency occurs, locate 

the call box at the end of the railcar and describe the 
situation to the train operator. There is also an emergency 
door release behind the panel next to the middle doors, 
as well as operating instructions and information about 
evacuating from the train. 

Emergency Update Alerts
Receive notifi cations from your local government by 
signing up for alerts. You can also stay on top of the 
latest developments by following your local emergency 
management agency on social media. 

Virginia Department of Emergency Management
 VAemergency
 @VDEM

Sign up for alerts: 
https://goo.gl/ppMRR5

D.C. Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Agency

 DCFireAndEMS
 @dcfi reems

Sign up for alerts: 
Download the free DC HSEMA app or go to: 
https://goo.gl/3G2iUJ
Evacuation route look-up: 
https://goo.gl/YPgvSc
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ARE YOU READY? 
CHECK OFF YOUR STORM PREP LIST

Stock up on non-perishable food, water, medicine, baby and pet supplies

Buy a battery-operated radio, fl ashlights, fans and extra batteries

Have extra cash on hand — ATMs might be down and banks might be closed

Keep your gas tank full

Help family and friends with a plan if they rely on electronic medical equipment

Know how to safely use your generator

Sign in to your online account at DominionEnergy.com and update your phone number

Follow us on         and        and bookmark the interactive power outage 
map at DominionEnergy.com to report and track your outage.
 
For more tips, visit DominionEnergy.com/stormprep.


